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INTRODUCTION. 


NASMUCH as there appears to us a real 
need of ſuch an appeal, we would previ- 
. ouſly offer a few thoughts concerning the 
general nature of liberty and government, 
and then ſhew wherein it appears to us, that our 
religious rights are encroached upon in this land. 


It is ſuppoſed by multirudes, that in ſubmit- 
ting to government we give up ſome part of 
our liberty, becauſe they imagine that there 1s 
ſomething in cheir nature incompatible with each 
other. But the word of truth plainly ſhews, 


” 


that man firſt loſt his freedom by breaking ov er 
the rules of government; and that thoſe who. 
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now 0 peak great ſwelling words 2 liberty, 


it would appear to be as abſurd and dangerous, 
fror us to aſpire after any thing beyond our ca- 


amy fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which pROwN men 


"os, and to it's relation and connexion to and 


. beings, ſo it was and is, both bi du- 


a 


while they deſpiſe government, are themſe Ives /er- 
dants of corruption. What a dangero us error, 
yea, what a root of all evil then muſt it be, for 
men to imagine that there is any thing in the 
nature of true government that interferes wich 
true and full liberty! A grand cauſe of this e- 
vil is, ignorance of what we are, and where we 
are; for did we view things in their true light, 


pacity, or out of the rule of our duty, as it would 
ror the frog to ſwell till he burſts himſelf in try- 
ung to get as big as the ox, or for a beaſt or 
rowl to dive into the fiſhes element till they 

<vown themſelves. Godlineſs with contentment is 
great gain: But they that will take a contrary 
courſe fall into temptation, and a ſnare, and into 


#72 aeſtruction and 8 1 Tim. 6. 6, 9. 


The true liberty of man is, to know, obey and 
enjoy his Creator, and to do all the good unto, 
and enjoy all the happineſs with and in his fel- 
i2w-creatures that he is capable ot; in order to 
«hich the law of love was written in his heart, 

ich carries in it's nature union and benevo- . 
lence to Being in general, and to each being in 

Particular, according to it's nature and excellen- 


4 with the ſupreme Being, and ourſelves. Each Pe 
ational ſoul, as he is a part of the whole ſyſtem 


i, and his liberty to regard the good of the 


wal in all nis actions. To love ourſelves, and 
e 


— * 


&ruly to ſeek our own welfare, is both our liber- 


— 


y and our indiſpenſible duty; but the conceit - 
nat man could advance either his honor or hap- 


ineſs, by diſobedience inſtead of obedience, was 
irſt injected by the father of lies, and all ſuch | 
onceits ever ſince are as falle as he is. 


Before man imagined that ſubmiſſion. to go- 
rernment, and acting ſtrictly by rule was con- 
nement, and that breaking over thoſe bounds 
wauld enlarge his knowledge and happineſs, 
ow clear were his ideas (even ſo as to give 
Proper names to every creature) and how great 
as his honor and pleaſure! But no ſooner did 
e tranſgreſs, than inſtead of enjoying the bold- 
eſs of innocency, and the liberties of paradiſe, 
e ſneaks away to hide himſelf ; and inſtead of 
lear and juſt ideas, he adopted that maſter of all 
abſurdities (which his children follow to this 
day) of thinking to hide from OMniciexcy, 
and of trying to deceive HIM who knows every 
hing! Inſtead of good and happineſs, he felt 
vil, guilt and miſery ; ; and in the room of con- 
ord was wrangling; both againſt his Creatorand. 
is fellow-creature, even ſo that ſhe who was be- 
ore loved as his own fleſp, he now accuſes to the 
great Judge. By which it appears, that the no- 
jon of man's gaining any dignity or liberty by 
efuſing an intire ſubmiſſion to goveriiment, was 
Jo deluſive, that inſtead of it's advancing him to 


De 5 Gods, it ſunk him down into a way of act- 
ng like the beaſts and like the devil! the beaſts 
2 actuated by their ſenſes and inclinations, and 
he devil purſues his deſigns by deceit and vio- 
ENCE. VYRO malicious reflections upon God, 

N and 


and flattering pretences to man, he drew him 

down to gratify his eyes and his taſte with for- 

bidden fruit : and he had no ſooner revolted 

"= from the authority of heaven, than the beauty 

Ji and order of his family was broken; he turns 
( 


accuſer againſt the wife of his boſom, his firſt 

fon murders the next, and then lies to his Maker | 
to conceal it; and that lying murderer's poſteri- i 
i ty were the firſt who broke over the. order of 
marriage which God had inſtituted ; and things Wi 
proceeded from bad to worſe, till all fleſh had 
* corrupted his way, and the earth was filled with 
z violence, ſo that they could no longer be borne 
with, but by a juſt vengeance were all ſwept a- 
K way, only one family. 


Yet all this did not remove the dreadful dif: e 
temper from man's nature, for the great Ruler 
of the univerſe directly after the flood, gave this 
as one reaſon why he would not bring ſuch ano- Ne 
ther while the earth remains, namely, For the a 
imagination of man's heart is evil from bis youth; SW. 
fo that if he was to drown them as often as they Wo 
_ deſerved it, one deluge muſt follow another con- ie 
tinually. Obſerve well where the diſtemper {We 
lies; evil imaginations have uſurped the place 
of reaſon and a well informed judgment, and We! 
hold them in ſuch bondage, that inſtead of be- re 
ing governed by thoſe noble faculties, they are pat 
put to the horrid drugery of ſeeking out inventions, Ins 
for the gratification of fleſbly luſts, which war a- la! 
gainſt the ſoul ; and to guard againſt having ri 
I theſe worſt of all enemies detected and ſubdued, Wha 
| 6 i Enemies which are ſo far From being God's crea- Pla 
. tures, 


| | $ Gen. 4. 19. and 6. 13, 15. and 8. 21. 
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ures, that ſtrictly ſpeaking, they have no being 
t all in themſelves, only are the privation of his 


0 God and man, which was_begotten by ſatan, 


aſt when it is conceived bringeth forth ſin, and 
in when it is finiſhed bringeth forth death. 


Now how often have we been told, that he is 
ot a freeman but a ſlave, whoſe perſon and 
goods are not at his own but anothers diſpoſal? 
And to have foreigners come and riot at our ex- 


en been repreſented to be worſe than death. 


71th temporal oppreſſors according to their de- 
ſerts, it would ſeem ſtrange indeed, if thoſe who 


the Fave ſuffered intolerably by them, ſhould employ: 
S ll their art and power to conceal them, and ſo 
hey {Wo prevent their being brought to juſtice ! But 
on- ow eis our world filled with ſuch madneſs con- 
per {Werning ſpiritual tyrants ! How far have pride 


and infidelity, covetouſneſs and luxury, yea de- 


daneful miſchiefs in our world! Yet who is will- 
ng to own that he has been deceived and en- 
aved by them? Who is willing honeſtly to 
bring them forth to juſtice! All acknowledge 


ed, hat theſe enemies are among us, and many com- 


rea- lain aloud of the miſchiefs that they do; yet 
res, Even thoſe who lift their heads ſo high as to laugh 
at 


reatures well-being ; therefore fin with it's off- 
pring death, will, as to thoſe who are ſaved, be 
wallowed up in victory. Sin is an enemy both 


and was conceived and brought forth by man; for 


pence and in the fruit of our labours, has of- 


Welt and cruelty, thoſe foriegners which came 
rom hell, carried their influence, and ſpread their 


- 


And ſhould the higher powers appear to deal 
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at the atonement of Jeſus, and the powerful influ. 


ences of the Spirit, and ſlight public & private de. 


votion, are at the ſame time very unwilling to own 
that they harbour pride, infidelity, or any other offi 
thoſe dreadful tyrants. And nothing but the 
divine law refered to above, brought home with 


convincing light and power, can make them tru- 


ly ſenſible of the ſoul- ſlavery that they are in: 


ad tis only the power of the goſpel that can | 


ſer them free from /in, ſo as to become the ſer- 
vants of righteouſneſs : can deliver them from 
theſe enemies, fo as to ſerve God in belineſs all 
their days. And thoſe . who do not thus um 
the truth, and have not been made free thereby, 

yet have never been able in any country to 


ſubſiſt long without ſome ſort of government; 


neither could any of them ever make out to ef-| 
tabliſh any proper government without calling 
in the help of the Deity. However abſurd their 


notions have been, yet they have found human 
ſight and power to be ſo ſhort and weak, and a- 
ble to do ſo little toward watching over the con- 
duct, and guarding the rights of individuals, that 
they have been forced to appeal to heaven by 


. and to invoke aſſiſtance from thence to 


avenge the cauſe of the injured upon the guil- 
ty. Hence it is ſo far from being neceſſary: for 


any man to give up any part of his real libery 
in order to ſubmit to government, that all nati- 
ons have found it neceſſary to ſubmit to ſome 
government in order to enjoy any liberty and 
ſecurity at all. | 211 2 


5 1 


U 


| Rom. 6. | ho Luke 1. 74 75» John 8. 32. 


"T8 3 


We are not inſenſible that the general notion 
of liberty, is for each one to act or conduct as he 


nflu-· 
: pleaſes z but that government obliges us to act 


e de. 
own 
er of Woination of many, interferes with ſuch liberty; 
t the though when we come to the light of truth, 
with what can poſſibly prevent it's being the higheſt 
dru· ¶ pleaſure, for every rational perſon, to love God 
in: with all his heart, and his neighbour as himſelf, 
Can but corruption and delufion ? which, as was be- 
ſer · ¶ fore noted, are foreigners and not originally be- 


from longing to men. Therefore the divine argu- 
s all ment to prove, that thoſe who promiſe liberty 
e100 while they deſpiſe government are ſervants of 
eby.Mcorruption is this; For of whom a Max is 0- 
'y- tower come, of the ſame is be brought in bondage. 
Ent 2 Pet. 2. 18, 19. He is ſo far from being free 
> ef-WMto act the man, that he is a Bond. ſſaue to the 
llingWworſt of tyrants. And not a little of this tyran- 
theirfWny is carried on by ſuch an abuſe of language, 
mangas to call it liberty, for men to yield themſelves 
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up, to be ſo fooliſh, diſobedient and deceived, as 
to /erve divers luſts and pleaſures. Tit. 3. 3. 


Having offered theſe few thoughts upon the 
general nature of government and liberty, it is 
needful to obſerve, that God has appointed two 
kinds of government in the world, which are diſ- 

inet: in their nature, and ought never to be con- 
founded together; one of which is called civil, 
he other eccleſiaſtical government. And tho? 
e ſhall not attempt a full explanation of them, 
yet ſome eſſential point® of difference between 
hem are neceſſary to be mentioned, in order 
ruly to open our grieyances, \, f 

| „ 


We 


toward others by law and rule, which in the ima- 
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eccleſiaſtical affairs we are moſt ſolemnly warned 


opon the device of moving the king to make 


object of worſhip, has always claimed it as his 


what his worſhip fhall be, who ſhall miniſter in 
it, and how they ſhall be ſupported. How e ex- 


and weight of every veſſel, with the treaſuries o 
the dedicate things, and the cou ſes of the Prieſts 
and Levites, all given to him in writing by the 
Spirit, through the hand of his father David. 
1 Chron. 28. 11-19. And ſo ftrift were God's 
faithful ſervants about theſe matters, that Da- 


„ 


Some eſſential points of difference between c ; 
vil and eccleſiaſtical government. 5 0 5 


©, 


1. The forming of the conſtitution, and ap- 
pointment of the particular orders and offices of 
civil government is left to human diſcretion, and 
our ſubmiſſion thereto is required under the name 
of their being, the ordinances of men for the 
Lord's ſake. 1 Pet. 2. 33, 14. Whereas in| 


not to be fabjeft fo erdinances, after the doc-f 
trines and commandments of men. Col. 2. 20, 22. 
And it is evident that tie who is the only worthy 


fole prerogative, ro determine by expreſs laws, 


reſs were his appointments concerning theſe 
things by Moſes ? And ſo wiſe and good a ruler 
as Solomon, was not intruſted with any legiſla-f 
tive power upon either of theſe articles, but had 
the exact dimenſions of the temple, the pattern 


niel who in a high office in the Perfian court, be 
haved ſo well that his moſt envious and crafty 
foes, could find no occaſion againſt him, no 
fault in him concerning the kingdom, till they fell 
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MW. decree about worſhip, that .ſhould interfere 
. with Daniel's obedience to his God; yet when 


that was done, he would not pay ſo much re- 


gard 


I I, 


to it as to ſhut his wisdows. Dan. 6. 4— 
And when the Son of God,. who is the 


great Law-giver and King of his church, came 
and blotted out the hand-wr iting of the typical 
ordinances, and eſtabliſhed a better covenant, or 
conſtitution of his church, upon better promiſes, 


we are aſſured that he was Faithful in all bis 


houſe, and counted worthy of mere glory than 
Moſes. What vacancy has he then left for fali- 
able men to ſupply, by making new laws to re- 
gulate and ſupport his worſhip ? eſpecially if we 


conſider, l 


2. 


- 


That as the putting any men into civil of. 


fice is of men, of the people of the world; ſo of- 
ficers haye truly no more Authority than the pco- 
ple give them: And how came the pegpie ot.the 
world by any eccleſiaſtical power? They arm 
the magiſtrate with the ſword, that he may be 
a miniſter of God t them for good, and might 
execute wrath upon evil doers ; and for this 
cauſe chey pay them tribute: upon which the. 
apoſtle proceeds to name thoſe divine command-, 
ments which are comprehended in love ta our 
neighbour, and which work zo ill to bim. Sore. 
ly the inſpired writer had not forgotten the firſt 
and great command of love to God; but as this 


chapter treats the moſt fully of the nature and | 
end of civil government of any one in the new 

teſtament, does it not clearly ſhew that the 
crimes which fall within the magiſtrates jurif- 
diction to puniſh, are only ſuch as work ill 


to 
our 
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our neighbour ? Rom. 13. 1—10. While 
| jt church government reſpects our behaviour to- 3 
18 ward God as well as man. : 
. . All acts of executive power in the civil 
F ſtate, are to be performed in the name of the 


Ekeing or ſtate they belong to; while all our re- 
ligious acts are to be done in the name of the 
Tord Jeſus; and ſo are to be performed heartily 
243 to the Lord, and not unto men. And it is but 
p. ſervice, and vain worſhip, if our fear toward 
Bim is taught by the precepts of men. Col. 3. 17, 
223. Ifa. 29, 13. Mat. 15. 9. It is often plead- Wh 
ed, that magiſtrates ought to do their duty in re- 
Fi ligious as well as civil affairs. That is readily 
he | granted; but what is cheir duty therein? Surely 
It is to bow to the name of Feſus, and to ſerve 
Aim with holy reverence ; and if they do the Wh 
Contrary they may expect to periſb from the way. 
Phil. 2. 10. Pla. 2. 10-12, But where is 
the officer that will dare to come in the name 
of the Lord to demand, and forcibly to take, a ſh 
tax which was impoſed by the civil ſtate! And 
can any man in the light of truth, maintain his 
Character as a miniſter of Chriſt, if he is not con- 
t:wtented with all that Chriſt's name and influence will Hr 
pProcure for him, but will have recourſe to the 
Lins of the earth, to force money from the peo- 
ple to ſupport them under > name of an em- 
+ baſſador of the God of heaven! Does not ſuch Wt! 
conduct look more like the 0 of thoſe who r 
made merchandize of ſlaves and ſouls of men, than 
it does like the ſervants who were content to be I 
. as their Maſter, who ſaid, He that heareth you Wb 
> beareth ſc 
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| : Ws 
4. In all civil governments ſome are ap- 


Wointed to judge for others, and have power to 


ompel others to ſubmit to their judgment: 
but our Lord has moſt plainly forbidden us, ei- 


Sher to aſſume or ſubmit to any ſuch thing in 
religion. Mat. 23. 
le declares, that the cauſe of his coming in- 


1—9. Luke 22. 23—27. 


o the world, wasto bear witneſs unto the truth ;- 
and ſays he, Every one that is of the truth heareth' 

my voice. This is the nature of his Kingdom, 
vhich he ſays, Is not of this world: and gives that 

as the reaſon why his ſervants ſhould not fight, 

or defend him with the ſword. John. 18. 36; 37. 
\nd it appears to us that the true differ-nce and 
exact limits between eccleſiaſtical and civil 
government is this, That the church is armed 
with /;ght and truth, to pull down the ftrong 


holds of iniquity, and to gain fouls to Chriſt, and 


into his church, to be governed by his rules 
herein; and again to exclude: ſuch from their 
ommunion, who will not be ſo governed; while 
he (tate is armed with the ſwsrd to guard the 
peace, and the civil rights of all perſops and ſo- 
1eties, and to puniſh thoſe who violate the 
lame. And where theſe two kinds of go- 
ernment, and the weapons which belong - to 
hem, are well diſtinguiſhed, and improved ac- 
ording to the true nature and end of their in- 
ſtitution, the effects are happy, and they do not at 
all interfere with each other; but where they have 
been eonfounded together, no tongue nor pen 
can fully deſcribe the miſchiefs that have enſued 3 
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warnings. 


POWER. 


pecularly neediul if ever; and it is alſo very evi- 


uſing force in ſuch affairs, their main arguments 
to ſupport it have been drawn from the old Jew- 


( 14 * 


of which the Holy Ghoſt gave wt EY plain 1 
He gave notice to the church, that 


the main of thole antichriſtian confuſions and i 
abominations, would be drawn by philoſophy 
and deceit, trom the hand-writing of ordinances 
that Chriſt has blozted out. And to avoid the 
ſame, directs the ſaints to walk in Chriſt Jeſus 
as they received him, rooted and built up in him, 
and ſtabliſhed in the faith as they have been 
taught; viewing that they are complete in bim, 
which is the HEAD over ALL PRINCIPALITY and 
Therefore he charges them not to be 
beguiled into a. vo/untary bumiliiy, by ſuch fleſh- 
ly minds as do not hold this Head, but would 
ſubject them to ordinances after the doctrines 
and commandments of men. Col. 2. 


Now 'tis well known that this glorious Head 
made no uſe of ſecular force in the firſt fitting 
up of the goſpel church, when it might leem to be 


dent, that ever fince men came into the way of 


iſh conſtitution and ordinances. And what 
work has it made about the head as well as meme 
bers of the church e 


Firſt they moved Conſtantine, a ſecular b 
prince, to d- aw his ſword againſt heretics ; but 
H 


as all earthly ſtates are changeable, the ſame ſword 


that Conſtantine drew againſt ' heretics, ſulion 
turned againſt the orthodox. However, as theſ f. 
high prieſt's ſentence in the Jewiſh ſtate, divided 


matters hoth for Prince and People. the ſame de- 
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ceitful piloſophy that had gone fo far, never left 


plotting till they had ſer up an eccleſiaſtical head 
over kingdoms as well as churches, who with 


Peter's keys was to open and ſhut, bind and looſe, 


both in ſpiritual and temporal affairs. But after 


many generations had groaned under this hell- 


iſh tyranny, a time came when England reneunc-. 
ed that head, and fet up the king as their head 
in eccleſiaſtical as well as civil concernments ; 


and though the free uſe of the ſcriptures which 
was then introduced, by a divine bleſſing, pre- 


duced a great reformation, yet {till the high places 
were not taken away, & the lord biſtops made ſuch 


work in them, as drove our fathers from thence 


into America. The firſt colony that came to 
this part of it carried the reformation ſo far, as 
not to make uſe of the civil power to ſave the 
people to ſupport rehigious miniſters /for which 
they have had many a laſh from the tongues 
& pens of thoſe who were fond of that way) but 
the ſecond colony, who - had not taken up the 


croſs ſo as to ſeparate from the national church 


before they came away, now determined to pick 
out all that they thought was of univerſal and 


moral equity in Moſes's laws, and fo to frame a 


chriſtian common- wealth here. T And as the 
Jews were ordered not to ſet up any rulers over 
them who were not their brethren; ſo this colony 
reſolved to have no rulers nor vaters for rulers, 
but - brethren in their churches. 
Jews were required to inflict corporal puniſh- 
ments, even unto death, 1 non-conformers to 
their worſhip, this common- wealth did the like te 
luch as refuſed to conform to their way; and they 

hes cls FER tro 
t Maſſachuſetts hiſtory, vol. 3. p. 161. | 


And as the 
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world, till they loſt their charter; ſince whie 


manded us, to fand faſt in the liberty where 


which otherwiſe we would gladly have conceal-W 
ed: and all muſt be ſenſible that there is a vaſtſpr 


Cons” 
Atove very hard ta have the church govern ch 


they have yielded to have the world govern th. 
church, as we ſhall proceed to ſn ex. 


ern AM. 


A brief view of how civil and eceleſiaſtical af 
fairs are blended together among us, to the def 
priving of many of God's people of that libert; 
of conſcience which he has given them. _ 


We are not inſenſible than an open appear 
-ance againſt any part of the conduct of men in 
power, is commonly attended with difficulty and 
danger; and could we have found any wa 
wherein with clearneſs we could have avoided the 
preſent attempt, we would gladly have taken it 
But our bleſſed Lord & only Redeemer, has com 


with be bas made us free; and things appeat 
ſo to us at preſent that we cannot ſee how w 
can fully obey this command, without refuſing 
any active compliance wich ſome laws about re 
ligious affairs that are laid upon us. And a: 
thoſe who are intereſted againſt us, often accuſe 
us of complaining unreaſonably, we are brought 
under a neceſſity of laying open particular facts 


1 
E 


difference between expoſing the faults, either off 
individuals or communities, when the cauſe offfſh; 
truth and equity would ſuffer without it, and thefh; 
doing of it without any ſuch occaſion, Weſpo 
view it to be our incumbent duty, to render un- a 

a = 


| AY J 


n the, Cefar the things that are his, but that ir is of 
whic + much importance not to render unto him any 


ing that belongs only to God, who is to be'o- 
eyed rather than man. And as it, is evident to 
ss that God. always claimed it as his ſole prero- 
ative to determine by his own laws, what his 
orſhip ſhall fe who ſhall miniſter in ir, and 
ow they ſhall be ſupported ; ſo it is evident 
hat their prerogative has been, and till is, en- 


webe hn 10 our lagd. : For, 


'n th 


-al af 
ne del 
iberti 


Be Our legiſlature 0 a power to een 
very town and pariſh within their juriſdiction, to 
et up and maintain a pedobaptiſt worſhip a- 
ong them; althaugh it is well known, that in- 
ant baptiſm is never 5 d in the Bible, only 
s upheld by mer s reaſonings, that are chiefly. 
irawn from Abraham's covenant which the Holy 
hoſt calls, 7. 1. covenant of circumci ion, Acts 
7. 8. And 28 circumciſion was one of the hand- 
riting of ordinances which Chriſt has 3lozted. 
ut, where did any ſtate ever get any right to 
ompel their ſubjeRs ee to ſet b a n om 
hat argent nr 
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2 Que. 1 Lord gives 1 0 unto nen 


e requires Every man, as: he has received the | 
ft, èuen /o to miniſter the ſame ;, and he re- 
royed his apoſtles. when they forbid one who 
as improving! his gift, beexbſs he followed' not 
hem. 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. Luk. 9. 49. But 
d theſthe Maſſachuſetts legiſlature, while they claim a 
Weßpower to compel each pariſh to ſettle a 9 
r un fave alſo eie chiges that he muſt be one, ho 
roll EL —— r ens es has 
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na ſovereign way as ſeems good unto him, and 
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has either an accademical degree, or a teſtime- ; 
nial in bis favour from a majority ef the mini- 
ſters in the county where the pariſh lies, SoM. 
that let Chriſt give a man ever ſo great gifts, yet . 
hereby theſe miniſters derive a noble power from. 
the ſtate, to forbid the improvement of the ſame, . 
it he follows not their ſchemes. C And if the. 
apoſtles aſſumed too much in this reſpect to. 
themſelves, even when their Lord was with . 
chem, can it be any breach of charity to conclude Wl © 
thac miniſters are not out of danger of doing the. 
ike now ? elpecially if we confider how intereſt . 
operates in the affair! For. 
3. Though the Lord hath ordazned that they il 
' which preach ihe goſpel thall live of the goſpel ; if 1 
or by the free communications to ther, which his 1; 


* ** 


goſpel will produce. 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. Gal. 6. 6. , 
7. Yet the miniſters of our land have choſenW !. 
to live cy the law; and as a reaſon therefor, one g 
of their moſt noted writers, inſtead of producing o 
any truth of God, recites the tradition of a man, ¶ e. 
who ſaid, © Miniſters of the goſpel would have f. 
__ a poor time of it, if they muſt rely on a rel 
e coutribution of the people for their mainten- . 
e ance.” And he ſays, The laws of the pro-fiſſ « 

N Tt has been the cuſtom of miniſter's who are ſettled in 
this way, for theſe thirty years paſt, to apply the gain/aying 
'of Cere.to thoſe who have diſſented from them; as if the; 
were as certainly in the right way, as Moſes and Aaron were CO 
And 16 minitters in the county of Windham, in a publl _ 
lètter to their people in 1744, ſtile theirs, The inſtituted} _ 
*« churches ;” and thofe who had withdrawn from them acc 
„ uninſtituted worſhip;“ and then they go on to aſſert, che 
that Deut. 13, prove that the people, May not go af. Ty 
«© ter it, any more than—aſter a falſe god.“ p. 42. 43- 1 


e 


cc vince having had the royal approbation to ra- 
« tify. them, they are the king's laws. By theſe 
laws it is enacted, that there thall eV HIT 
' worſhip*of God 7 every plantation; that the 
c perſon elected by by the ha ority of the inhabi- 
« /tants to he 0, mall e Dbked upon as the mi- 
ec. aller bt the place; that the 1alary for him, 
« whi jch th th Fall agree: upon; ſhall be levied. 
0 5 fi rat: 7 0 all the inhabitants. In conſe- 
lehr of (Hs, the © miniſter thus choſen by 
1 es peop e, is (not only Chriſt's but allo) in 
— ret „che King's miuiſter; and the ſulary raiſ- 
ed for him, is faiſed in the king's name, and i is 
= e the king's Alowatice onto bin”? + Ar 


LS TEE) ET: F | 5. 5 

Now who! Date Chriſt declare, that his 
| kingdom is, Nor or THIS WORLD, and yet be- 
lieve that this blending of church and ſtate toge- 
ther can be pleaſing to him? For though their 
laws call them “ orthodox miniſters,” yet the 
grand teſt of their orthodoxy, is the major vote 
ing of the people, be they ſaints or ſinners, believ- 
an, ers or unbelievers. This appears plain in the 
ve foregoing quotation; and another of their learned 
re writers lately ſays; „It is the congregation. in 
en it's parocal congregational capacity, that the 
rofl late conſiders and this as ſuch does not enough 
nc „ partake-of an —— nature to be 1 
18 Jed to eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction. | | 


yin Fe pee their minifters : and churches muſt be- 
ee come ſubject to the court, and 900 the majority 
bly ,.... OE 
| De. che Laacher . Diſcipline - 3 or faithful : 
el . of the diſcipline, profeſſed and practiſed! in the chur· 
75 ches of New- England, 1726. p. 20. Abe $a 
Kt 110 Stiles on che etviſtian union. p- 88. 1 
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of the WY in order to have their falaty "Taiſed 
in the king's name : But. how are either of them 
in the mean time ſubject to the authority, of 
Chriſt in his church? How can any man recon- 
eile ſuch proceedings to the following commands 
of our Maſter which is in heaven? Mat. 23. In 
10. What matter of grief and lamentation is it. 
that men otherwiſe ſo knowing and juſtly, ef. 
teemed, ſhould by the traditions men be carri- 
ed into ſuch a crooked way as this is! for though 
there is a ſhew of | equity in allowing every 2 
ciety to chooſe it's own miniſter ; yet let them 
be ever ſo unanimous for one whg is of a diffe- 
rent mode from the court, their choice is not al- 
lowed. Indeed as to. doctrine miniſters who 
Preach differently, yea directly contrary to each 
other, about Chriſt and his ſalvation, yet are 
ſupported by theſe laws which at the fame time 
limit be people! to one circumſtantiak mode. 
1 15 622 braty 
It is call md aqulias "oY now quoted 
ſays, If the moſt of the inhabitants in a planta- 
tion are epiſcopalians, they vll. have à miniſter 
e of their own perſuaſion; and thie giſſeuters, in 
© the place, if there be any, muſt pay their pro- 
portion of the tax for the ſupportiof this: ig 
A Rinfferr $ But then his next e ge 
* SE! log: 8 1] they 
$ According to this rule, whoever g ts the e upper hand 


may tax the reſt to their worſhip ; but w hen” "will men learn 
the madneſs of ſuch condug f' - | 9220 


Sir Henry Vane, who. was governor of the N uſetts 
in 1636, but whom e Winthrop "Obi 195 ext 


ear to leave the colony, he at a time Whey. He had great 
influence in the Britiſh parliament wrote to governor Th 


throp bus : 3 The exerciſe and troubles which God is 
"009 pleaſed 
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they did nor intend eder is Nave ſuch a caſe here; 
for Hie ſuys, IA fewiof the towns, a- ſew of 
che people, in hope of being releaſed from 


be kax for the legal miniſter} ſometimes pro- 


4 feſs 3 'E piſcopaliths. Baut when 
Grey plæad ch of their exemption, their 
n nefghbsufs rell'thens, Ny #99 in Dbety con 
a. ent bc dd not a tbey would z, Borie” unto. 
And if K governor! ge by his arbitrary power, 
0 füperfechertfie execution of rhe- — And re- 

er quire the juſtices and conſtables to Rave the 
& epiſcopaliins- out of the tax, they wonder 
«hens: not aware, chat he is all his while, for- 
«bidding that the: Ring ſhould have his dues 
& paid ſußte im lard forbidcling the kin 
& minfſters td receive what the king ha given 
60 obe e . af 1.311 Dole 20 
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Howe effentially ard how greatly Joel this cone 
ſtitürton diffe ff and from tl lſtitutions eſtab hi- 
ed in Gg word; bock In Their nature and Ef 
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. pleaed 6 Tay öpon A ede e, ths! idaBiratits 
in theo teaches us patience and forbearhaicęe Ine; with, 
i; ee eee e e fe e 10. fiY 


bc opinions, Whi at, from the experi- 


1 ence | Here Wal Dee DE derided to dre leaſt wi 


the com pee Way among ft ou is in freedom, and iv 


© Packed di, prap rnit teaches 14's oppigners heie-t6;extis- 
<<. pate it and root it out, from its OWN PRINCIPLES and 
„ RAR 1 ee 
©; Sir- © nw your affectionate ent and ſervant in 
Ne ACh. 9: . 0 31, * t box.» 
4 nee 164% e es A Vale 
Meaſſachuſets n vol. 3. p. 147. mY 
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In their naturs. „Tiere you find has 
Keene y religious miniſter in that, conſtitution, s 
called the — | miniſter, becauſe he us. ſettled 
by direction of the king's laws, and t tax for 
"Dy miniſter's ſupport js raiſed in the king's 
name, and is; ealled the king's dues : whereas no 
man in the Jewiſh church, might approach. to 
miniſter: at the holy altar, but ſuch as were called 
of God, as was Aaron : and the means of their ſup- 
port, were ſuch things. as God required. his peo- 
ple to offer and conſecrate., to. Him; and when 
they withheld the ſame, he ſays, ye have robbed 
ME, even {his whole nation; and i 1105 is. repreſents 
ed as his peculiar work to,reward pbedicnce, and 
to puniſh diſobedience in, ſuck affairs. It; is 
evident from ſacred record that goo ood. wen in 
every ſtation, uſed their influence by word and 
example to ſtir up their fellow ſervants to do 
their duty toward God in theſe Ter a and Wl t: 
good rulers, in conjunction with .church-afficers, MM 1!) 
took care to have, what, was offered, go him fecu- i Þ 
red and diſtributed according to God's; com- 
mandments. But what is chere in all this that 
can give the leaſt countenance to the late me- 
_ thod, of mens making Jaws: 10: determine. WhO © 
ſhall be Chriſt's miniſters; and to raiſe money for © 
them in their ow} ane! + 'Chrifſjq't6'rhe: Jews, 
Tam come in ny Father's name, and ye, feteibe, mel v 
not; if another ſhall come in bis eum name, bim 5 © 
will receive. How' can ye pry which receive P 
5 Er ET OTIS ſ—„— ] ̃ n SF SE UO I IDOON: | | 
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* Exod. 23, 15. 16. Pat 16. 16, 17% nd chap: 26. vi 
Mal. 3. 7—12. Hag, 1. 6—13. and 25 1 Luke ec 
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Even 4 euckrd⸗ mensa erbüng he was 
moved to make a decree, in favour! of God's mi- 
niſter's and worſhip at Jeruſalem, it was to reſtrain 

er enemies from injuring or interrupting of 

them; and to order that a portion of the king's 
goods ſnould be given unto the elders of the Jews 
for the building of the houſe of God, and for the 

burnt-offerings of the God of . heaven. Ezra. 6. 

6—9. Nothing appears of his levying any 
new tax for worf iv. only that he gave the artic- 
les there ſpecified out of his own, goods ; yet 
ſome profeſſed-chriſtians have impoſed new taxes 
upon people on -purpoſe to compel them to ſup- 
port their way of worſhip, and have blended 
it wich other rates, and then called it all a civil 
tax. But as the act itſelf is deceitful ſe tis like- 
ly that the worſhip e = 7 mb means 1s 
Lr ; oy? 11109 111 10 

7 #41 18111 4 4 5 5 | 
Tie Fells of: prong confi. of our . 
corntty are ſuch, that as it makes the majority 
of the people the teit of orthodoxyſo. it embold- 
ens them to uſurp God's judgment ſeat, and 

( according to Dr. Mather's awn account. which 
we have often ſeen verified) they, daringly give 
out their ſentence, That for a fe to profeſs a 

perſuaſion different from the majority, it muſt 

be from bad motives; and that, they &now 1 
their conſcience that they do not act by the uni- 
verſal law of equity, if they plead to be exempt- 
ed from paying the money which the majority 
demand of them! And though in our ch. 

0 _ 
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berty of conſcience : yet for above thirty years At, 
ter it was received, the congregationaliſts made 
no laws to favour the conſciences of any „men, 
in this affair of taxes, but their on, ſect ; A0 
it is here called arbitrary power, and even a far; 
Þittding that the king ſhould have his dues; „ 
a governor ſnewed ſo much regard to the. Char- 
ter, as eo oppoſe their extorting money from 
people of the King's denomination, for theit 
congregational miniſters. And perhaps the 
learned author now referred to, never delivered 
a plainer truth, than when he ſaid, The 7.5 
& forming churches flying from Rome, carried 
e ſome of them more, ſome of them leſs, all of 
c them ſomething. of Rome with them, eſpeci, 


We campel men to “ God's inſtitutions 3” they 
in England compelled to“ mens inventions.“ 
And they afferted that the baptiſts were guilty 


of © manifeſt conteſtations againſt the order and 


AER the King grants 20 all proteſtants equal, 4 
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40 
50 


13 


0 c 


government of our churches, eſtabliſhed (we en 


« know) by God's law.” + Though they pro- Nh 


felled 


—— * * 


+ Maſfachuſetts hiſtorv, vol. 3. p. 404, 406. | 
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Y felled at the ſame. time that, It is not lawful 
to cenſure any, no not for error in fundemen- 
e tal points of doctrine or worſhip, till the con- 
« ſcience ot the offender, be firſt convinced (out 
od MM < of che word of God) of the dangerous error 
of his way, and then if he till perſiſt, it is 
„not out of conſeience, but againſt his conſci- 

FI KC ence-(as the apoſtle faith, -Tit.3. 11.) and fo he 

om Ml © is! not perſecuted for cauſe of conſcience, bt 
cir Ml + puniſhed for ſinning againſt his conſtience.” s 
he In reply to, which Mr. Williams ſays, The 
red truth is, the carnal word is commonly the 
re: judge of the conviction or obſtinacy of all 
ied MW « ſuppoſed; hereticks. Hence the faithful wit- 
of e neſſes of Chriſt, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, 
Gl; WM © had. not a word to ſay in the diſputatians at Ox- 
108 « ford : : Hence the non-conf6rmiſts were cried 
„out as obſtinate men, abundantly convinced 
by the writings of Whitgift and others; and 
5. 4 — in the conference 8 72 king James at 
0 Hampton 1 dec.“ * 5.941 

ny- * 17071 oc 55 1 Tg | 
or- But ſays he, + Eniery nfo guides 5 
1s: ther; ſucceeding or elected. s not oni the mi- 
arc, < niſter of God, but the miniſter or ſervant of 
ele e the people alſo (what people or nation ſoever 
uch . che dean the world over) and that miniſter 
vz. I. or maꝑiſtrate goes beyond his commiſſion, 
hey . Who OY 12255 which cannot be 


W957 ids elo, 2 Eibe 1907 ven 
ilty 805 x 8 
and! Mr. Jahn Det s piece which be called, The bloody 


we Wet waſhed. Printed, 1647, p. 126. r Wil- 
*. liams 1 pare reply, obſerves that Tit. 9 115 450 d ache her texts 
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vhich ſpeak of church diſciphne, are ates to N | 
led tate oppreſſion and violence. p. 1 31. Bo 95 | 


+ Williams's reply to Cottan, 165 1 p. 4922. 
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* given him in the eommiſſiomfrom the pe 
If the civil magiſtrate muſt keep the church 
pure, then all the people of the cities, nations 

Kana” kingdoms of the cverld muſt do the fame 


light of Chriſt, nor his golden candleſtick the 
<< true. church, nor eaſily chooſeth a true chrif. 
tian to be her officer or magiſtrate. The 


55 giſtomes: for 4 . rene into the world, $7 by 


opt] 


much more, for primarily and'fundementall 
< cheyarerhe civil magiſtrate. Now the world ſaith 


„John /eth'in wickequeſs,: and conſequently ac: 


e cording to it's diſpoſition endures: not the 


“ practiſing civil force upon the conſcienees of 
men, is ſo far from preſerving religion pure, 
* that is a mighty bulwark or — keep 
* out all true religion, yea and all- 1 mat 


nE "ot 2) 


How -welichty are theſe arguments. againſt 
ee church and ſtate together? [yeekit 
author's appearing/ againſt fuch confuſion; wa 
the chief cauſe for which he was baniſned. dut © 
the Maſſachuſetts colony. And though . few i 


any will now venture openly to juſtify tfioſe pro 


ceeding # and many will exclaim againſt them al 
at a high rate; yet a fair examination may plainly P 
ſhew, that thoſe fathers had more appearance of all 


warrant for doing as they did; than their hi} 
dren now have, for the er we eom £4 
plain of. For :thoſe: fathers were perſuadedſ >: 
that the judicial laws of Moſes which required | 
rad to puniſh blaſphemers, and apoſtates to 


dolatry with death, were of moral force, an m. 
Pinding upon all Prince” and Rates, 14 . ern = 
q Page 96. ik Page 10. eas ne Ae an 
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ly on ſoch 29 theſe plantations were. 9 And how 
much more countenance did this give, for the 
vſe of force to make men conform, to what they. 
believed to be the right way, than men can no- 
have for compelling any to ſupport a WAY. which 
at the ſame time they are allowed to diſſent 
from ? For the Jews alſo were, required to pull 
down houſes, and to have perſons away, out. of « 
their camps or cities. if the prieſts pronounced 
them unclean; and they were not permitted ta 
ſet up any king over them who was not, a Ho- 


iber in their church. Did not theſe things afford 


arguments much more plauſible, for their at- 


| tempt to- compel. the warld to ſubmit to the 


church, than any can havę for the modern way: 
of trying to lubject the church in her religious 
affairs to rulers, and the major vote ot inhabi⸗ 
tants, a great part ay mor . not brethten in 
any church at all! h the ſtate, of Iſraet 
was obliged thus to es death or. baniſhment 3 
upon non- conformets to their Worſhip, yet, we 
have not been able to find, that they were ever 
allowed to, uſe any farce- to collect the prieſts or 
prophets maintenznce.,;So far from it, that tho 
who made any ſuch attempts were ſons of Beliel, 
and perſons that abborred judgment, and pervert- 
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„Many cry to. vindicate ene, by that pro: 
mise; that kings ſhall become nurſing fathers, 
and queens nurſing . mothers to God's people, 
But as the character carries in it's very nature, 


an ertial c care and tenderneſs for all their child- | 
ren; 


WT Maſſachuſets hiſtorx, vol. 3. . 161. 014 * 
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a 


that the teacher ſet up by the many, is ohe that 


and the miniſter ſays, I agre 


Jeaſe any. So that we har 


tos 


ren ; we appeal: to every co uckente; whether 1s 
does not condemn the way of ſetting up one 
party to the injury of another. Our Lord tells 
us plainly, that "few find the natrow way, while 
many go in the bro ay; yet the ſcheme we 
complain of, has given che many ſuch power o- 
ver the few, that if the few are fully convinced 


cauſeth people to err, and is ſo far from bring- 
iag the pure go/pel doctrine, that they ſhould 
break the divine command, and become parta- 
kers of his evil deeds ; if they did not ceaſe to 
bear him, or to receive him into their houſes as a 
goſpel miniſter ; ᷑ yet only for refufing to put 
into ſuch a miniſter's mouth, the many afe pre. 


pared with ſuch inſtruments of war againſt them, ar 


as fo ſeize their goods, or caſt heir} bodies into 
priſon, where they may ftarve and - die, for all 
what that conſtitution has provided for them. 
In caſes of common debts the law has provided Im 
ſeveral ways of relief, as it has not in the cafe bæ . N 


fore us; for here the aſſeſſors plead, that they Wm 


are obliged to tax all according to law, and the Ife. 
collector has the ſame plea for gathering of it, Im 
ich the ſociety N co 
for ſuch a ſum, and it is nor ineſs to re- wi 
ances of ſe 
rious chriſtians, who muſt died in priſon on 
for miniſters rates, if che Ind humagity: 
had not moved people to prob ide them that re- ¶ ch 
lief, which neither thoſe minifters"rior INE 110 ten 


that upholds them have done, eee 105M wi 


$ Prov. 19. 27. 2 John 10. 12 
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Asather gument Which!theſe miniſters of. 
en mention, is the apoſtolic direction to us, to 
Pray for all that are in authority, that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and 
boneſiy. But do they pray and act according to 
hat direction? One while they ery up the gr eat 
advantages of having religion eſtabliſned by law; 
and ſome have cauſed near as loud aclamour about 
it as che craftſmen did at Epheſus; but when it 
comes to be calmly — that, Religion 
is a voluntary: abedience unto God, which therefore 
Vorce cannot promote; how ſoon do they ſhift the 
dene, and tell us, that religious liberty is fully al- 
owed to us, only the ſtate have in their wiſdom 
thought fit to tax all the inhabitants, to ſupport 
an order of men for the good of civil ſociety . 
\ litele while ago it was for religion, and many 
have declared, that without it we ſhould ſoon 
have no religion left among us: but now tis to 
maintain civility. Though by the way, it is 
well known, that no men in the land, have done 
more tò promote untivil treatment of diſſenters 
from themſelves, than ſome of theſe pretended 
miniſters of civility have done. In 1644 the 
court at Boſton paſſed an act to puniſh; men 
with baniſhment, if they oppoſed infant bap- 
niſm, or departed from any of their congregati- 
ons when it was going to be adminiſtered.“ And 
after they had atted upon this law, one tofttheir 
chief magiſtrates obſerved, that ſuch methods 
tended to make hypocrites. To which a noted 
© miniſter replied, That if it did ſo, yet ſuch wert 

better than profane perſons, — ſaid he; 


Hy . give 2 Ln e 


* Mr. Clark's derisürer pi 8 35. 


the outward man if no more given to G but 
now that conduct is condemned as perſecution, 
by their children, who profeſs to allow us full 


à power to ſeize our outward man to get monej 


((e)) 


* ward man, bur the profane Perſon givethGodli; 
4 neither outward nor in ward man. BV which 
it ſeems that in. that day, they won ws to have 


liberty of conſcience, becauſe they do not hinder 
our giving our inward: man to God. only claim 


for themſelves. And though many of us hace o 
expended ten or twenty times as much, in ſett . b 
ing up and ſupporting that worſhip.; which we be · f. 
lieve to be right, as it would have colt us to have jc 
continued in the faſhionable way, yet we are of- þ 
ten aecuſed ot being coveteous, for diſſenting from 
that way, and refuſing to pay more money out 
of our little incomes, to uphold men from hom q 
we receive no benefit, but rather abuſe: - | Hot 
far is this from leading a —— H either of ſc 
goaingr'or + PLOT - 31915 iam w 
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A beef account of what the * have b 
ſuffered under this conſtitution, and of their 0 


|: <4500 8 for e enn active compliance with w 


it. £134 NEE DOSE UI SIAED 12 ans. m 
evi nue endl . 

Many ar are 3 to FS es ee er þ: 
ne from miniſterial taxes, therefore W HH th 


do they complain ? Anſwer, We would beſ ar 


far from forgetting or undervaluing of ow pi 
erty e : but are willing thankfully: to ac} tþ 
nowledge, that our honored vigers, do prated be 
F ou T? [? 
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91 ſqeleties, ſo AS; notuto allow A 0 be 
jnterrupted in their worſhipy and as the taking 
cognizance of marriage belongs to them, we 
take it as a favour that they grant our miniſters; 
power to ad miniſter it, ſo· that We may have 
marriage ſolemnized among ourſelves. Many 
other liberties we alſa enjoy under the govern- 
ment that is ſet over. us, fon which wet deſire 40, 
be thankful, both tothe Author; and io che in- 
decem al, them. Let if/our apponegis could 
once put themſelves into ous place, ye doubt not 
but they wauld think it was high time, to ſeek 
for more full liberty than W have hitherto en- 
joyed,a ſhort view of but a little part of what WA 
have met with, mybe ſuffcient to eyince thine) 0 
#29903; JEN: 3-06 09720 ve ahne 

| Our! chartef, as before obſefved. gives us e. 
ual religious liberty with other chriſtians: yet 
the pedobaptiſts being the greateſt party, they 
ſoon. made a perpetual law lo ſupport their own 
way, but did nothing of that nature to - EXEMPE 
eur denomination from it, for 36 years; and hnce 
N that time, What they have, done in that reſpect 
208! has: Only beg by temporary acts, which, have 
aveſll been fo often changed, that many times their 
heir own officęrs have hardly {Sei what. the. law 
vith was, that was in force; and, as an exact confor- . 
15 750 mityato;the, letter of heir laws is much inſiſted 
pon, in their executine.courts, w 1 thoſe. 
ex haveneven been enforced, with penalties u 
why their, own people, they have gften brolten them, 
and: we ha ue had but little chance to get them 
our puniſhed for ſo doing. For in all their acts till 
ac. tbeflaſt, they have.impoſed a name upon us, that 
red lembes⸗ Fel e which. 1 we cannot under- 
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ſandingly own. Ia many acts the awards, n bs 
longing thereto, were/inſerred'! ſoiambigouſly, 
as to leave it diſputable, whether a being church 
members, or only 2 belonging to rhe congregati- 
on or worſhipping aſſembly were imended; and 
in the cafe of Haverhill,” where their: certificate 
was otherways compleat, and the caſe had been 
determined 4 the baptiſts favor in that which 
both parties had agreed ſhould be che final: trial 
yet another hearing Was obtained, in which the 
want of them ambigueus words / in the eerrifieate 
was made the main plea by which an action wat 
turned againſt us, of near three hundred dollars. 
All their latter acts have required a Iiſt or liſts 
of our ſocieties, to be given! in annually by 4 
certain day, ſigned by three principal members, 
and the midiſter if there be enge becauſe 
_ 6ne ef our churches of above 30 members (and 
which is now a church in — credit) happened 
one year to have ſuch a difficulty with their mi 
niſter, as prevented the giving in of ſaid liſt, they 
were taxed to pedobaptiſt miniſters; and tho 
ſome of the ſociety were adviſedto-apply to their 
_ eonifity court for relief, yer inſtead of obraining 
any, the court tobk away - 20 dollars more from 
them. Another church gave in their liſt by the 
direction of a noted lawyer, yet they — all 
| taxed to the pedobapriſt worſhip, and one of the 
cipat members of the baptiſt church,” which 
he law Yirefted to ſign the ſiſe, was ſtrained up. 
on; and both the itfertor and ſuperior court 
turned the caſe agaioſt him > Peer et > hr "& 
5 rer 20005 07-05) 129 
Here note, the inbabftunts of dor Heine 
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mpoſing taxes upon us bene our conſent; 
han they have been in this land who have made 
ind executed laws, to tax w to uphold their 
worſhip. This party influence has appeared in a 
much larger number of inſtances than we are 
illing to trouble the public with at this time; 
but one inſtance more will ſet our caſe in fuch a a 
triking light, that we muſt aſk for a very ſerious 
attention to it we mean that of Aſhfield, for- 
zerly calledHunts-town | in the county of Hamp- 
ſnire. One of the conditions on which that 
lantation was granted by our legiſlature, wa 
heir ſettling a learned orthodox miniſter, and 
building a meeting-houſe. Now in the year 
the 1, full two warde the inhabitants called and 
fetiled a miniſter, ho they believed was taught 
of God and cruly orthodox. But not being of 
the ame mode with the court (forthey were bap- 
tiſts) other people were prompted: on, before this 
ſociety could get up a meeting bouſe, to ſettlè 
another miniſter, and to tax the firſt miniſter 
with all, his people to ſupport their way. 
This burden the baptiſts bore for a number of 
years, till in 1768, they preſented a petition -to- 
our general court for relief; who ordered that 
they ſhould ſerve the town and Proprietors of 
Aſnfield with a copy of the petition, that they 
might ſhew cauſe, if any they had, at the next 
ſeſſion of the court why it ſhould not be granted, 
and that a further collection of taxes from the 
petitioners ſhould be ſuſpended in the mean time. 
Yet in the ſame ſeſſion of the court, a law was 
made which cut the baptiſts in that place, off 
from any exemption from miniſterial taxes at all. 
0 . of which ſeveral hundred acres. 
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of their nn were ſold at public auction, for ho 
a ſmall part of their real 2 of which ten 
acres belonged to the baptiſt miniſter. And af. 
ter five or ſix journies of above an hundred miles 
to ſeek relief, and long waiting without ſuc. 
ceſs, their meſſenger was at laſt plainly told 
by a number of our repreſentatives, * That they 
<« had a right to make that law, and to keep the 
« baptiſts under it as Jong as they ſaw fir." 
Hereupon notice was given in fome Boſton pa- 
rs, of a deſign among our churches of } mug 
to ſeek redreſs won aqcther: 1 1 a 
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eee at an „i or general meet: 
ing of our churches at Bellingham, in Septem. 
. 1770, theſe things were conſidered, and it 
was unanimouſly agreed upon to apply to his Mz 
jeſty for help, it it could not ſpeedily be obtained 
here; and a committee and agents were choſen 
for that purpoſe. When news hereof was ſpread, 
our committee were urged by leading men both 
in church and ſtate, to apply again to our gene- 
ral court; which therefore they did in October 
following. In the mean time a piece dated. from 
Cambridge, where the court was then ſitting, 
Was publiſhed. in all the Boſton news-papers, 
wherein it was repreſented that, All poſſible 
care had been taken to prevent dur ſuffering 
« the leaſt diſadvantage from our religious; ſen: 
« timents ;” and we were 1 to ſnie w the 
er. if we could. 1 —. 9 
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| Upon 1 ther pious and 7 Mr. Jobs 

Davis, who from Pennſylvania had not long 

before been ordained. 1 of the ſecond by” 
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iſt church in Boſton, and who was clerk of our: 
ommittee, called them together to conlider of 
this matter. And though they were far from 
deſiring to enter into a news- paper controverſy, 
yet they adviſed him to make ſome reply to that 
hallenge: He did ſo; and on Dec. 27, pub- 
liſhed a pref: and plain view of the caſe of Aſh- 
ield : but inſtead of any fair and mamy treat- 
ment upon it, he in the E vening-Polt of Jan. 7, 
1771, was not only inſulted wich the names of, 
A little upſtart gentleman; enthuſtaſtica big- 
got; and, this ſtripling bigh- -fliar z” but had 
It alſo inſinyated, that he was employed ©: by. the 
em. eme of America to defume and Placken' the 
d colonies, and this. to] in particular.” And 
hey had the impudence to pretend to the world, 


ws hat all this was wrate by a CATHOLIC BAPTIST. 
en 24 they inflamed the populace ſo; againſt Mr. 
ea > avis, that his moſt jullicious friends were a- 
ork aid of his being mobbed. But can it be in the 
ne oer of others to hacken any people ſo much. 
ber by this treatment of a worth ſtranger (now 
_ telt) they haye blackened themſelves 1 Inſtead 
ing of honeſtly coming to u be light (which our Lord 
a ves as the criterion to know him that doth truth, 
ble ohn 3. 21.) how do abc hover in the works o 
ing larkneſs. a1 

ſem 


iche The firſt article | in our committee” 8 petition to 

he legiſlature, being for Aſhield, they were Or- 

Neered to notify the proprietors | thereof: They 
\ Wi ſo; and in the ſpring ſeſſion of the aſembly, 

ohn 3p 

hey came with a long addreſs againſt us, in 
hich -they begin, with laying more generally or 


he baptiſts i in that N of the province, „The 
| | = proprietors 


4 plead them.” Having thus denied us an) 


a number of mean feflections without any proof 
at all, they ſum up the ſprings of the . of 


 < impurity and uncharitableneſs.“ Very dread: 


* 9 
tt proprietors conceive it to be a duty th ey owe 
<« to God and their country, not to be d iſpenſed 
<« with, to lay open the characters, and real 
< ſprings of action of ſome of theſe people. 
hen they go on to ſay, © The rule the petiti 


<* oners have ſet up, and on which alone they 
« ſegm to ground their claim of exemption, is 


* fally applied, and therefore all arguments bot- 


ce romed on it mult be :neonclufive,: Matura 


<6. rights, as the reſpondents humbly conceive, 


< are in this province wholly ſuperceded in this 
< caſe by civil obligation, and in matters of taxa 
< tion individuals cannotwith the leaſt propriety 


claim from natural rights, they reſume. what the) 
call an indiſpenſible duty, viz. an attempt to lay 
before our honored legiſlature the baptiſts' cha. 
racter, and the /prings of their actions; and after 


moſt of them to be Pride, vanity, prejudice; 


ful indeed if it could be proved! but that is re 
ferred to a hereafter, and they ſay; At preſent 
<< we ſhall content ourſelves with affuring you 
<6 excellency and honors, that the foregoing ac 
count is not exaggerated.” “9 - Brom 


Here note, the plea of our petition was for what. we 
are Intitled to as mea, as chriſtians, and ſubjects of a fret 
% government. — Some of the laws of this province, we 
“ think deprive us of a CHARTER privilege.“ Theſe an 
what we grounded all our claims upon; yet they infinuate 
that our claim was in this affair to be, / reſtored to a ftatt 
« of nature; like thoſe who are under no civil goven- 


ment at all. Notwithſtanding we expreſly ſpeak of ov 


being ſubjeQs of a free government, and pleaded. charte? 
privileges. Remember what is ſaid of tho - who Tarn af 
to their crooked ways ! 


192. 


owe - Fram this:they proceed to b hat as it 
nſed belongs to rulers to protect and ſupport: ali 
real © regular religious ſbeieties of proteſtants, ic 
dle. they ay, Whenever any 1chgion ar profeſſion 
etiti wears an ill aſpect to ihe fate, it is become a 
they proper object of attention to the! lagiflarure. 
1, And this is the religion of the peaple whom 
bor-Ml we have been drſeribing.“ How much does 
ura this reſemble the language of him who faid, 4: 
ive 25 not far tbe king's profit to: : ſuffer them: I or theirs 
thi who: cried, - I thou let n man 8% %% art 
r Cæſar's friend! +. 1 503 4 
After thus epioſckaing wat the rengionef tlie 
ba pelſts chat way; wears an il! aſpel to the fate, 
they go on to ſpeak of the conditions: upon 
which Aſhfield was granted. ; and then try 
to prove that Mr. Ebenezet Smith, paſtor of 
the baptiſt church there, * is not a miniſter in 
„law,“ becauſe he has neither aft accademical 
degree, nor x teſtimonial in his favor frœm the 
majority of the miniſters of that county. And 
to give an idea of the ſmallneſs of this abllity for 
teaching g, they fay; Taking occaſion im one 
of his diſcourſes upon that paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture, in which mention is made o the thick. 
“boſſes of ber buckler; inſtead of buckler; 
he gave his hearets the word butler Being it in- 
1 Sende one occaſionally. . preſent. as. tq 
“his — explained himſelf ſo as clearly 
ſhewed, he meant to connect the other part of 
e the ſentence; with the word butler, 8 oe 
commonly received.ſenſe: of the word. 
The cleareſt light we, have gained in the, r- 
ter is this. nw Mr. Sqith had been ; preach- 
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e thing was quite fair, quite neighbourly, and 


vide Gert, 
"7 3 * 
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ing i ina a neighbouring. town ſome years '9gs, 2 


mmniniſter who was preſent aſked him what a bat. 


ler was ? he readily replied, Pharoab's cup-bearer, 
After a little more talk, ſaid miniſter + aſſerted; 


That Mr. Smith uſed the word butler inſtead of 


buckler in his ſermon. He did not - remembet 
that he had; but if he, did. ſo, how injurious is 
the above repreſentation d is it not the evil which 
we read of in Ita. 29. 20, 21 Having made 
this reflection upon Mr. Smith, they ſay, He 
« has none of — qualifications of a miniſter ac- 


cording to the laws of Chtiſt, or of this 


e vince, unleſs choſe of ſimplicity, and orthodoxy. 
We.wiſh his ;accuſers were 0 well aal, 2 


Cor. 1 32 and 4 , ht FATS wa ot 


SO: "1 
74 8 


In . 177 t, the . we — . * Aa 


To remarks upon was referred to a committe of 
both houſes of our general court. who reported 
that, Tour committe find, that in the ſale of 
6. thoſe lands there was no onfairnels, but every 


«<. . Au. 8 And as to our plea for srenp: 


+ : | 4 a $3 


-. +: The thiniſter hes has ä Mr. Smith i is wh res 


lated to a: ruler who has had a principal hand in all RG 
troubles at Aſh feld, and likely they were confederates i in 
forming this addreſs again® them. Aud it is generally be- 


Heved that it was the {ame miniſter who publiſhed a picce 4. 


= the baptiſts of Aſhfield, in the Boſton News-Letter of 
eb 225 1771 ; to which Mr. Smith-return2d an Anſwer in 
the ſame paper of March 21, following ; wherein, from 
public records and other ways, he Yetetied. faid writer'in a 
* 1 viglations of truth, \ JSST onen 


122 1 


x Twenty acres of fajd land with, 258 8 apan n it 

à man bid off in April, 1770, for 35 ſhilkngs; which he 
* for the next 221 and * his N at eight 
pounds g 


« 9 » 


ion from ininiſterial races-thiry 27. D * : 
an eſſential difference between perſons bei 

« taxed where they are not repreſented, - ow 
« fore; gainſt their wills, and being taxed when 
« reprefented.”” So they adviſed the court to 
diſmiſs our petition: as unreaſonable ; and though 
the honorable houſe; of repreſentatives did not 
accept that advice, but voted to repeal the Aſh- 
field law; yet the council refuſed to concur, with, 
them therein; ſo that if his gracious Majelty in 
council had not difannuled ſaid law for us, our 
brethren of Aſhfield muſt, for ought that ap- 
peared to the contrary, have been entirely ſtrip- 
ped of the inheritances, which they had purcha- 
fed, and fybdued at the peril of their lives, be- 
faule of che ſword: of the "wilderneſs, * 


1 way be ppl that the pedobaptiſt 
of propriecors of Aſhfield, repreſented that the bap- 
tiſts there were not worchy of the pratecti- 
of on of our- legiſlature. . The following narra- 
If Wtive may: help to explain what they meant 
nd by it. The. neus of what our king had done 
P*. for hea; arrived and was publiſhed in Boſton 
on ¶ the latter end of October, 1771, at which their 
res Noppteſſors diſcovered great uneaſineſs; and on 
ir I the 8 tha of November came two officers with nu- 
merous attendants, to the houſe of Mr. Smith, 
father of the baptiſt miniſter in Aſhfield, (and 
very much of a father to that ſociery) with a 


x warrant: & fram the, chief judge of that e to 
8 ; Fine upon win 7 Wa Gd that the. \fale was 

it, t legal, and therefore turned the caſe againſt him. Wich 

he what face then, ſaid Mr. * the witter of that re- 


port ſay as he does 
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keys, and deſired that no lock might be broken, 


r 


his hobfe as much as they pleaſed, they carried 


. money, do teſtify, and Ws Phat we did not 


5 Ca) 


ſeize his perſon, and to ſearch bis houſe and trop 
for bad thoney*<: and it was faid they had. a like 
warrant for the miniſter; but he happened ro be 
then ablent on a journey. | His father was made 

a priſoner before he was out of his bed in the 
morning, and though he promiſed the uſe of hit 


yet "Obie he was at prayer with his family, for 
which de obtained leave of one officer, the other 
broke pen his ſhop, and did conſiderable. da- 
mage there; and after ſearching both that :atd 


min before the aforefaid judge and others; where 
it plainly appeared that the complaint was en. 
tered againſt Mr. Smith from a report, that he 
had put off a counterfeit dollar; which report 
was then proved to be a falſe one. Yet the old 


gentleman was Rot releaſed; but was kept x pri- 


ſoner through a cold night, in cute that 
greatly injured his health, and next day was brot 
on Fabchbe examination, when even his frequent 
retirement for ſectet deyotion; which he had” 
practiſed for above forty years, was catched hold. 
of to raiſe a fuſpicion of. his being guilty: and 
he was bound over with two ſorettel to the hex! 
ſuperior court in that county. Hereupon the 
following men who had been called as witneſſes 
againſt him, gave Him theit teſtimeny in writs 
ing, declaring that they were ready oof en e 
to it, in the following” terms; vis. - lt 
$36  Aſvfield, Nov. TH 054 16 A 

ile the fobſcribers, *who-have beer, f 
i moned to prove an indictment againſt Chileab 1 
* Smith, of his coining and putting off bat 


Et ne 


© 8 


nor cannot underſtandingly atteſt to one tittle 
of the indictment, nor of any circumſtance 
: « tending to prove the ſame. And we never 
la « ſaw nor heard any thing in him that gave the 
the WF leaſt ground to miſtruſt, thar he kept a ſhop 
his of "Shak or did any thing there that he was 
ten, afraid ſhould be known; and do believe the 
for reports to the contrary are entirely falſe. As 
Her (MI neither. did we in our judgments hear any 
gn. of the ſaid indictment in any meaſure proved 
and by any of the reſt of the evidences -z as w.t- 
ried neſs our hands, ©  Evenezer Sprague, 
Nathaniel Harvey, 
| Fenathan Sprague, 
Nathan Chapin, 
Moſes Smith, 2d. 
Chileab Smith, Jun. 
Nehemiah Sprague.” 
Alſo Leonard Pike, to whom the report was 
hat Mr. Smith had put off a bad dollar, gave 
rom under his hand that faid report had no truth 
nit. Theſe are eight of the ten witneſſes that 
ere ſummoned againſt Mr. Smith; & tho' much 
ains-was taken to procure evidence againſt him 
t the ſuperior court, yet he was entirely acquit- 
ed; and the law was open for him to come back 
or damages, for a malicious proſecution; but they 
ad contrived to have the complaint againſt him 
ntered by a bankrupt, ſo that no recompence 
„Night be obtained by him. Are theſe the good- 
fruits of having a particular mode of worſhip 
ſtabliſned by Jay. and their miniſters rene 
y force | 
Though we are often accuſed of complaining 
chout reaſon, vet no longer ago than the 26th 
- "os 
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numerous family, yet they, in that cold ſeaſor 
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but is it not high time now to awake, and ' ſee 
for a more thorough reformation ! iWe-agn 


ſaying, There is an eſſential difference betwee 


and being taxed where they are not fo-;- therefor 


— oe 
8 < 
Rr 
4. % 
” * my wo 
n 
* 


point, viz. Whether our civil legiſlature-arcil 
truth our repreſentatives in religious affairs, or no 


« ut 2) 
of laſt Janallp;: three ies 65 good credit, be 


longing to a numerous and regular baptiſt ſocie 
ty in Chelmsford, were feized for miniſterii 
rates (notwithſtanding thry had given in a li 
according to law) and though one of them vi 
above four ſcore years old, another very infirt 
in body, while the third had no man at home 
able to take care of the out- door affairs off hi 


{ 


were all carried pritoners to Concord goal. 


Fheſe accounts we have c from good a 
thority, and have taken great pains to have then 
ſtated as exactly. and truly as poſſible ; and if an 
can point out the leaſt miſtake in what has bee 
now related, we ſhall be glad to correct it. At th 
fame time we are far from charging all the evi 
we complain of, upon the whole congregation; 
denomination without diſtinction „for wesbelien 
there were many among them in various ſtatie 
who are forely grieved at theſe oppreſſions. W 
are willing alſo to make all the allowance-tht 
is realonable, for the influence of old cuſtom 
education and other prejudices, in theſe whi 
have injured their neighbours in theſe affairs 


with the committee of our: honored legiflaturei 


perſons being taxed where they are-repreſentel 


the whole matter very much tutns upon thi 


As God has always claimed it as his prerogative 


. 


„ beto appoint who ſhall be this. miniſters, and. hoπ¾ 
ſocie hey ſhall be ſupported, ſo under · the goſpel, the 
teri; peoples communications to Chriſt's miniſters and. 
a li members, are called ſacrifices with which God ais 


vell-pleaſed. Phil. 4. 18. Hb. 13, 16—18. 
And what government on earth ever had, or e- 
emqgver can have any power to make or execute any 
aus to ppi and enforce ee ts God'! 


In dil ſtates the power of the whole 9 
tive body is veſted in a few hands, that they, may 


+2 with better advantage defend. themſelves againſt. 
thenWinjuries from:abroad, and correct abuſes at home, 
f *. Wor which endla few have a right to jodge for 
| (8 


he whole ſociety ;. but in religion each one has 
an <qual right to judge for himſelf , for we muſt 
 EVISSall appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 

that every one may receive the things done in his. 
body, according to that be hath done (not what 
any earthly repreſentative hath done for him) 
2 Cor. 5. 10. And we freely confeſs. that we 
can find no more warrant from divine truth, for 
any people on earth to conſtitute any men their 
will repreſentatives, to make laws,ro impoſe religious 
fairs taxes, than they have to appoint Peter or the Vir- 
gin Mary to repreſent them before the throne a- 
bove. We are therefore brought ro a ſtop about 
paying ſo much regard to ſuch laws, as to give 
tweeſſin annual certificates to. the other denomination, 

as we have formerly done. | 


= 1. Becauſe the very nature of ſuch a prac- 
are\Wtice implies an acknowledgment, that the civil 
power has a right to ſet one religious fect up a- 
dove another, elſe way need we give certificates 
te 
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to them any more than they to us? It is a tacit 
allowance that they have a right to make laws 
about ſuch things, which we believe in our , 
ſciences they have not. For, j 


2. | By the foregoing addreſs to our ritt 
ture, and their committees report thereon, it is 
evident, that they claim a right to tax us from 
civil obligation, as being the repreſentatives of 

the people. But how came a civil community 
by any eccleſiaſtical power ? how came the king- 
doms of this world to have a right to. govern in 


Chriſt's kingdom which is nat f this world | ! 


3. That conſtitution not RY emboldens 
people to judge the liberty of other mens conſci- 
ences, and has carried them fo far as to tell our MW. 
general aſſembly, that they conceived it to be a t 
duty they owed to God and their country, not to be Hr 
diſpenſed with, to lay before them the /prings of e 
their neighbours actions; ¶ but it, alſo requires 
ſomething of the ſame nature from us. Their 
laws require us annually to certify to them, what 
our belief is concerning the conſcience of every 
perſon that aſſembles with us, as the condition 


of their being exempted from taxes to other's er 
worſhip. And only becauſe our brethren in Bel· 7; 
lingham, left chat clauſe about the con/cience out 
of their certificates laſt year, a number of their in 
ſociety who live at Mendon were lately taxed, and a 
ſuffe red the ſpoiling of their goods to uphold Pe- pi 
doba pt: :{t worſhip. By 
"+... * 

Mil How are men deluded to think they ts God ſer vici, m 


when they violate his word ! x Cor. 4. 5. Would na 7a, 
the fame principle” carry them to 4, Chriit's REY un. 
der the fame pretence * John 16. 2 


( 45) 


4. The ſcheme we oppoſe evidently tends to 
Icttroy the purity and life of religion; for the 
nſpired apoitle aſſures us, that the church is g 
pouſed as a chaſte virgin to Chriſt, and is obliged 

o be /ubje# to him in every thing, as a true wife 

sto her huſband. Now the moſt chaſte domeſ- 
is Nic obedience, does not at all interfere with any 
awful ſubjection to civil authority; but for a 
roman to admit the higheſt ruler in a nation 
into her huſband's place, would be adultery 
or whoredom ; and how often are mens inven- 
tions about worſhip ſo called in the ſacred ora- 
cles? & And does it not greatly concern us all, 
earneſtly to ſearch out and put away ſuch evils, 
as we would deſire to eſcape the awtul judgments 
that ſuch wickedneſs has brought on other na- 
tions! Eſpecially if we conſider that not only 
the purity, but alſo the very life and being of 
religion among us is concerned therein; for *tis 
evident that Chriſt has given as plain laws to de- 
termine what the duty of people is to his miniſ- 
ters, as he has the duty of miniſters to his peo- 

| „„ ple z 


* 


$ Pfalm 106. 39. We delight not in hard names, but 
every vice ought to be called by it's proper name; and the 
cuſtom in this adulterous age of calling thoſe, aatural chil. 
dren, which God calls chilaren of whoredom, has doubtleſs hat 
2 pernicious effect upon many to embolden them to go on 
in their filthy ways. God charged his ancient church with 
playing the harlot, becauſe ſhe ſaid, I will go after my lo- 
vers, that gave me my bread and my æuvater;— For ſbe did 
not know that I GAVE HER CORN, &c. Hoſea 2. 5, 8. 
By which it. appears, that to fix our dependence upon any o- 
ther beſide the divine Being, and to purſue any method be- 
ſide his directions, to obtain the neceſſaries and comforts of 
life, is Whoredom; and does not the chief fin of the mother of 
1 arlits lie in her fixing this dependence upon the 4:zg> f the 
'S WW ert, Rev. 18. 3——13- 
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the one as the other. Ihe common plea of our 
opponents is, that people will not do their duty 
if rulers do not enforce it z but does not the 
whole book of God clearly ſhew, that miniſters 
as often fail of doing their duty as the people 
do? And where is the care of rulers to puniſh 
miniſters for their unfaithfulneſs ? They often 
talk about equality in theſe: affairs, but where 
does it appear! As Chrift is THz HEAD of all 
Principality and power ſo the not bolding theHead, 
From cubich all the body by joints and bands having 
NOURTSHMEN'T MINISTRED,and KNIT TOGETHER, 
increaſeth with the increaſe or Gop, but bringing 
in an earthly. power between Chriſt and his peo- 
ple, has been the grand ſource of anti- chriſtian 
abominations, and of ſettling men down in 4 


ferm of godlineſs, while they deny the power there- | 


of. Has not this earthly ſcheme prevailed fo 


far in our land, as to cauſe many tniniſters, in- 


ftead of taking beed to the miniſtry received from 
the Lord; and inſtead of watching for ſouls -as 
thoſe who muſt give an account, rather to act as 
if they were not accountable to any higher pow- 
er, than that of the men Who ſupport them? 
and on the other hand, how do many people be- 
have as if they were more afraid of the collec- 
tor's warrant, and of an earthly priſon, than of 
Him who ſends his miniſters to preach his gol- 
pel, and ſays, He that receiveth whomſoever I ſend, 
reteicetb me; but declares, That it ſhall be more 
tolerable in the day of judgment for Sodom, than 
for thoſe who receive them not ? + Yea, as 
if they were more afraid of an earthly power 

| than 
. 13. 17. + Joh. 14. 20; Lak. 10. 10-13 


«old hare 8 he is as able to enforce 
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than of our great King and Judge, who can this 
night require the ſoul of him that layeth 
treaſure for himſelf, and is not rich towards Ged, 
and will ſentence all either to heaven or hell, ac- 

cording as they have treated Hi = wall or ill, in 
his miniſters and members. * 


5. The cuſlom which they 1 want us £0 coun- 
renance, is very. hurtful to civil ſociety : for by 
5 the law of Chriſt every man, is net only allowed, 
ad, but allo required, to judge for himſelf, concern- 
ing ing the circumſtantials as well as the effentials, 
ER, of religion, and to act according to the full per- 
ing ! eaſion of is own mind; and he contracts guilt to 
xe0- MW bis ſoul if he does the contrary, Rom. 14.\5, 23. 
tian What a temptation then does it lay for men to 
a] contract ſuch guilt, when temporal advantages 
exe. are annexed to one perſuaſion, and diſadvantages 
| of laid upon another F i. e. in plain terms, how 
in- does it tend to hypocriſy and lying ? than which, 
rom what can be worſe to human ſociety Not only 
a, ſo, but coorcive meaſures about religion alſo tend 
Xt as to provok e to emulation, wrath and contention, 
ow- and who can deſcribe all the miſchiefs of this 
2. Wl nature, that ſuch meaſures haue produced in our 
be- land ! But where each perſon, and each ſociety, 
lec- are equally protected from being injured by o- 
n of © thers, all enjoying equal liberty, to attend and 
ool- ¶ ſupport the worſhip which they; believe is right, 
ſend, ¶ having no more ſtriving for- maſtery or ſuperiori- 
nore ty than little children (which we muſt all come 
than to, or not enter into the kingdom of bea ven) how 
1, as happy are it's. effects in civil fociety-? In the town 
wet Nef Boſton they: enjoy ein; theſe bleflings, 

| nd 


+ Luk. 12. 20, 21. Mat. 25+ 315 &c. 


* * * 


IR 


CUNT IVY 


ne eo . „. Fre AI 
e e eee 


vb 
1 


re 


— 
o. * 
— „ — 


. 
— 


LP * 4 


1 * 
"I 
> 2 


— — — 1 * 


eee 
79 72 NAS X e „ W LF 


* « 8/6 


and why may not the country have the ſame li. 


C 


«©: whatſoever particular denomination on ac- 
count of ſome differences in opinion would be, 
2 
< we, are not inſenſible: and with what peace 


“ ther in your government, we cannot think of 
of it without admiration : and we ſuppoſe un- 


ed to proteſtants of all perſwaſions 1 in the royal 
„charter graciouſly given you; and to the wiſe 


( 48 ) 


2? The miniſters who have had the chief 
hand in ſtirring up rulers to treat us as they have 
5 — yet have ſometimes been forced to com- 
mend the liberty we plead for. When they want. 

ed to get footing in the town of Providence, they 
wrote to governor Jencks and other rulers there, 


in the following words, viz. | 


55 Honorable gentlemen, 1 Js | 
% How pleaſing to almighty. God alk our . 


glorious Redeemer, and how conducible'to the ; 


* the public tranquility and ſafety, an hearty u- 
* nion and good affection of all pious proteſtants 


* 


* 


by the divine bleſſing, yourſelves as well as 


% and love ſocieties of different modes of 
worſhip have generally entertained one ano- 


der God, tis owing to the choice liberiy grant. 


and prudent conduct of gentlemen that have 
<« been improved as governors & juſtices in your 
« colony.” And after more of this nature, they 
cloſe with ſaying, * We hope and pray, that an- 
e cient matters (that had acrimony unhappily 1 in 
„% them) may be buried in oblivion ; and that 
e grace and peace and holineſs and glory may 
«+ dwell in every part of New- England; and that 
„the ſeveral provinces and colonies in it, may 


love one ther with a pi heart fervently. 
55 We 


D. 


3.0 7 


We * leave to ſubſcribe ourſelves, your 
« friends and ſervants, 
Peter Thatcher, 


Dated OF. 27. 1721. Fobn Danforth, 
JFJoſepb Beleber, 


23 


e Committee of the Aſſociation. | 


The town of Providence wrote them an anſ- 


er the next February, in which they ſay, ©* We 
© take notice how you praiſe the love and pea. c 
that diſſenters of all ranks entertain one an- 


happineſs principally conſiſts in their not allow- 
= ing ſocieties any ſuperiority one over another; 
ac. but each ſociety ſupport their own miniſtry of 
be. their own free will, and not by conſtraint or 
as. force upon any man's perſon or eſtate. But the 
ace MM contrary that takes any man's eſtate by force to 


maintain their owffor any other miniſtry, it ſerves 
for nothing but to provoke to wrath, envy and 
cot firife, and bis wiſdom cometh not from above, 
but is earthly, ſenſual aad deviliſh.—-And ſince 


ant. you wrote this letter, the conſtable of Attle- 
oyal il. borough has been taking away the eſtates of 
wiſe ! our dear friends, and pious diſſenters to main- 
1 8 tain their. miniſter ; the like hath been done 
vou in the town of Mendon. Is this the way of 
they peace? Is this the fruit of your love? Why 
an- do you hug the iniquity of Eli's ſons, and 
y in * walk in the ſteps of the falſe prophets, to bite 
chat * with the tceth,and cry peace; but no longer 
may than men put into your mouths than you pre- 
that! Pare war againſt them. — Since you admire our 


G % love 


* 


ntly. t The firſt of theſe was miniſter in Boſton, the ſecond 
-We Darrin and the third in Dedham. | 


ther with in this government. We anſwer, this 
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loye and. peace, we pray you to uſe the ſame ; 
ac methods, and write after our copy: and for the 


future never let us hear of your pillaging conſei. 
ce entious diſſenters to maintain your miniſters 
Lou deſire that a'l former injury done by you 
“may be buried in oblivion. We fay, far be it 
« from us to revenge ourſelves ; or to deal to 


<« you as you have dealt to ns, but rather ſay, 
Halben forgive them, they know not what they 


« do. But if you mean that we ſhould not 


5 ſpeale of former actions, done hurtfully to any] 
God never called for 


* man's perſon, we ſay, 
ce that, nor ſuffered it to be hid, as witneſs Cain, 
“ Joab and Judas, are kept on record to deter 
e other men from doing the like.“ “ 


Here the public may take notice, how def 


rous pedobaptiſts miniſters are to have edious 
things on their fide buried out of ſight, but 
how contrary has their practice ever been to- 


ward us ? Even to this day they can hardly 


preach a ſermon, or write a pamphlet for infant- 
baptiſm, withour having ſomething to ſay about 
the mad men of Munſter, who they tell us re- 


belled againſt their civil rulers : Whereas in 
truth we never had the leaſt concern with them, 


any more chan our opponents have with the Pope 
or. Turk. Indeed taey often aſſert, that thoſe 
mad men were the firſt that ever renounced in- 
fant-baptiſm ; bur there is proof enough from 
their own hiſtorians, that this ſtory which they 


have fo often told from their pulpits, is as abſo- 


lute a falſhood as ever was uttered by man. And 
though 


1 Theſe at were carefully when from an angie 
e copy of thoſe letters. 


bps H K tus wt an © oa nn... 


gainſt our proteſſion in general. 


though one leartied and pious preſident of Can 
bridge college, was brought to embrace our 191 
timents, and to bear his teſtimony in the pulpit 
there, © againſt the adininiſtration of baptiſm 
« to any infant whatſoever ;” for which he ſuf- 
fered conſiderable abuſe with'much of a chriſtian 
temper: F While his ſucceſſor, another © very 
« learned and godly man,” (who therefore muſt 
have been well acquainted with the original) 
held that © baptiſm ought oxLy to be by -dip- 

« ping or Plunging the whole body NA 80 wa; 
« ter : ¶ yet theſe and other honorable exam- 
ples in our favor have been paſſed over, and e- 
very ſcandalous thing that could. be pick d up, 
hag been ſpread, to prejudice people's minds a- 
And let it be 
remembred, that when pedobaptiſt miniſters want- 
ed to be favored. in Providence, they declared, 

that they could not think of the peace and loye 
which ſocieties of different modes of worſhip 


have generally entertained one another with in 


that government without admiration; and they 
experienced ſo much of this from the baptiſts in 
Providence, that when ſome others made a dif- 
ficulty about admitting Mr. Joſiah Cotton (the 
firſt miniſter of the pedobaptiſts there) as an in; 
habitant in the town, Col. Nicholas Powers (a 
leading member of the baptiſt church) became 
his bondſman to the town : therefore we hope 
that our honorable rulers and others, will be 
cautious about giving credit to {tories of a con- 

trary 


* $ Mr: Henry Deniſe Vide Mitckel's fp P- 57, Jo 


* Vp: Etmrte = Ckinitiey: See "ar Acco of 'Plynouck 
hurch, added to Mr. Robbins's Ordination. Sermon, 1750. 
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juſtify the uſe of force in ſupporting miniſters; 
eſpecially ſince miniſters refuſe to ſhare in the 
reproach of ſuch proceedings. For a miniſter 
who has exerted himſelf very much of late, to 
ſupport the cauſe of thoſe called landing cburches, 
pet ſays, It is wholly out of rule, and quite in- 
„ jurious, to charge the churches or their miniſters 
* with ſending men to goal for rates, — for theſe 
* proceedings are evidently the acts of the civil 
* fate, done for it's own utility. The doings 
* of the civil authority, and of that alone.” | 
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And now our dear countrymen, we beſeech 


e's A a 


« 
N C 


you ſeriouſly to conſider of theſe things. The 
great importance of a general union through this 
country, in order to the preſervation of our hi: 
[79 berties, has often been pleaded for with proprie- 
ty; but how can ſuch a union be expected fo 

long as that deareſt of all rights, equal liberty of 


—— — . 


conſcience is not allowed ? Yea, how can any 

_ reaſonably expect that ns who has the hearts of 
kings in his hand, will turn the heart of our 
earthly ſovereign to hear the pleas for liberty, of 
thoſc who will not hear the cries of their fellow- 
ſubjects, under their oppreſſions? Has it not 
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been! 


Mr. Joſeph Fiſh's late piece called, The Examiner ex- 
amined. p. 56, 59.——A reply thereto, in which that con- 


ſtitution is more diſtinctly opened, may be had at Mr. Free- 


man's in Umon-ſtreet, Boſton. 
* 


| * | I 
trary nature, when they are told to procure or to 


Where are the rulers that will ſtand alone in that 
practice, without either miniſters or truth to 


MD —”O 6h 


times what they think muſt needs turn to their 


(+553) ) 


been plainly proved, that ſo far as any man gra- 


tifies his own inclinations, without regard to the 


univerſal law of equity, ſo far he is in bondage? 


ſo that it is impoſſible: for any one to tyranize 
over others, without thereby becoming a miſera- 
ble ſlave himſelf : a ſlave to raging luſts, and a 
ſlave to guilty fears of what will be the conſe- 
quence, We are told that the father of Cyrus, 
tho? a heathen, ©* Had often taught him to con- 
« ſider, that the prudence of men is very ſhort, 
« and their views very limited; that they can- 
ec not penetrate into futurity; and that many 


« advantage proves their ruin; whereas the Gods 
being eternal, know all things, future as well 


I © as paſt, and inſpire thoſe that love them to 


e undertake what is moſt expedient for them 
« which is a favor and-proteCtion they owe to no 
„ man, and grant only to thoſe that invoke and 
« conſult them.” And we are told by the ſame 
author, + of another wiſe heathen, who ſaid, 
*« *Tis obſervable, that thoſe that fear the Deity 
« moſt, are leaſt afraid of man.” And ſhall not 
chriſtians awake to a moſt hearty reverence of 
Him who has ſaid, (and will ever make good 
his word) With what meaſure ye meet, it ſhall be 
meaſured to you again. I IR LY 


Suffer us alittle to expoſtulate with our fathers 
and brethren, who inhabit the land to which 
our anceſters fled for religious liberty. You 


have lately been accuſed with being diſorderly 
and rebellious, by men in power, who profels 4 


great 


Rollin in his ancient hiſtory. : 


Sago 
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their adminiſtrations? . You tell us you can. 


tween civil and ſacred matters has already done 
One is only a diſtance of pace, the other is fo great 


This *r truſt has been Folly: proved. : 


broke in upon the liberty they had granted,” and 


(54 ) 


great regard for order and'the public a: * 


why don't you believe them, and reſt eaſy undet 


not, becauſe you are taxed where. you are no 
repreſented ; and is it not really ſo with us! 
Lou do not deny the right of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment to impoſe taxes within her own realm; on- 
ly complain that ſhe extends her taxing power 
beyond her proper limits; and have we not 28 


good right to ſay you do the ſame thing? and fo 


* herein you judge others you condemn yout 
{elves ? Can three thouſand miles poſſibly fix 
ſuch limirs to taxing power, as the —— be. 


a difference in the nature of things, as there is be- 
tween /acrifices to God, and the ordinances of men, 


If we e aſk why have you not been eaſy and 
thankful. fince the parliament has taken off fo 
many of the taxes that they bad laid upon us 
you anſwer that they till 2 power to tax us, 
when, and as much as they pleaſe; and is not 
that the very difficulty before us? In the yeat 
1747. our legiſlature paſſed an act to free 
the baptiſts in general from miniſterial taxes ſor 
ten years: yet becauſe they increaſed conlider- 
ably, when that time was about half expired, they 


made a new: act, wherein no baptiſt church nor 
mjniſter was allowed to have any ſuch exemption, 
gill | they had firſt obtained certificates. from three 
ph er churches. By which the late Mr. John 
rocter obſerved (in a b , that he 
„ 2 IE -- drew, 


Aj 


ted charches,: were n cee. n 


drew, and which was e to "000 court): 


that they had as far as in them lay, disfran- 
«. chiſed, unchurched and 5 an illegal 
power over all the religious ſocieties of the 
« people in ſaid act called anabaptiſts through 
« out this province: For where is it poſſible 
« for the poor anabaptiſts to find the firſt three 
authenticated miniſters and churches to au- 
« thenticate the firſt three“ So we have now 
related a cafe, in which a number of our breth- _ 


Wren were put to new coſt for copies to notify o- 


chers, with hope of relief to themſelves, and yet 
in the ame ſeſſion. of court, they had a worſe - 
burden laid upon them than before; and their 
repeated cries, and then the petition of our uni- 


49 

A very great greivance which - our — 

as juſtly complained of is, that by ſome late 
proceedings a man's houſe or locks cannot ſecure! 

either his perſon or his property, from oppreſſive 
offcers. Pray then conſider what our brethren 
ave ſuffered at Aſhfield. | 


Many think It hard to be emed upon * for 
pleading for their rights, and laying open parti- 
cular acts of encroachment thereon ; but what 
frowns have we met with for no other crime? 
and as the preſent conteſt between Great- Britain 
and America, is not ſo much about the greatneſs 
of the taxes already laid, as about a ſubmiſſion to 
heir taxing power; ſo (though what we have al- 
eady ſuffered is far from being a trifle, yet) our 
eaten difficulty at preſent concerns the ſubmit- 
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ting to a taxing power in eccleſiaſtical affairs. l 


is ſuppoſed by many that we are exempted from 


ſuch taxes, but they are greatly miſtaken, for all 
knew that paper is a money article, and writing 


upon it is labour, and this tax we muſt pay eve- 


ry year, as a token of ſubmiſſion to their power, 
or elſe they will lay a heavier tax upon us. And 
we have one difficulty in ſubmitting to this pow- 


er, which our countrymen have not in the other 


caſe : that is, our caſe affects the conſcience, as 
their's does not : and equal liberty of conſcience 
is one eſſential article in our cHarTER, which 
conſtitutes this government, and deſcribes the 


extent of our rulers authority, and what are the 


rights and liberties of the people. And in the 
< Jnfefſion- of faith which our rulers and their mi- 
niſters have publiſhed to the world, they ſay, 
God alone is Lord of the conſcience, and hath 
«: left it free from the doctrines and command- 
«- ments of men, which are, in any thing contra- 


«:ry to his word ; or not contained in it ſo that 


ce to believe ſuch doctrines, or to obey ſuch 
„ commands, out of conſcience, is to betray 
« true liberty of cenſcience ; and the requirin 

« of an implicit faith, and an abſolute blind 


* obedience, is to deſtroy liberty of conſcience 


« and reaſon alſo.” 


And a moſt famous hiſtorian of their's, after 
mentioning ſome former violations of that liber- 
ty, ſays, The great noiſe that hath been made 
„ in the world about the perſecution made in 
„% New-England, I will now ſtop with only 
tranſcribing the words uttered in the ſermon 

I | | vs to 


i 


(457 ) 


Cc to the firſt great and enteral aſſembly of the 


« Maſſachuſetts- Bay, after the two colonies of 
«. Maſſachuſetts and Plymouth were by Royal 


6c Charter united. (from. 2 Chron. 12. 12. ) 


* Things will go wall, when magiſtrates are 
great promoters of che khing that good is, 
« and what the Lord requireth of them. I do 
4 not. mean that it would be well for the civ. 
« magiſtrate, with civil penalty to compel men 
« to this or that way of worſhip, which they are- 
« conſcientiouſly indiſpoſed unto. He is moſt 
properly the officer of human ſociety, and a chriſ- 
« tian by non- conformity to this or that impoſed. 
« way of worſe does not break the terms on 
« which he is to enjoy the benefits of human ſo- 


* ciety, & man has a rght unto his life, his 


« eſtate, his liberty, and his family, although 
© he ſhould not come up unto theſe and thoſe 
et bleſſed inflitutions of our Lord.—Violences 

“ may bring the erroneous to be hypocrites, - 
but they will never bring them to be believ- 
ers; no, they naturally prejudice men's minds 

" againſt the cauſe, which is therein pretended 
of for, as being a weak, a wrong, an evil N * 


Theſe things were then delivered and were re- 
ceived: with the thanks of the houſe of repreſenta- 
tives, and ten years afterwere ſpread by the hiſto- 
tian thro' the nation, with the expreſs deſign of 
ſtoping any further complaints about New-Eng- 
land's perſecutions. But if the conſtitution of 


this e gives the magiftrate no other 
| authority 


. Magralis B, 7 p. 25 2 1 
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authority than what belongs to civil ſociety, we 
deſire to know how he ever came to impoſe any 
particular way of worſhip, upon any town or pre- 
cinct whatſoever ? And if a man has a right to 
his eftate, his liberty and his family, notwithſtand- 
ing his non-conformity to the magiſtrates 'way of 
| worſhip, by what authority has any man had his 
goods ipoiled, his land fold, or his perſon im- 
priſoned, and thereby deprived of the enjoyment 
both of his liberty and his family, for no crime 
at all againſt the peace or welfare of the ſtate, 
but only becauſe he refuſed to conform to, or to 
ſupport an impoſed way of worſhip, or an impoſed 
RET: ůG—·;C ⅛ ꝶmꝶꝶm w ¶ err 


In 2 celebrated | oration for liberty, publiſhed 
laſt ſpring in Boſton, a maxim was recited which 


carries it's own evidence with it, which is this, 


NO MAN CAN GIVE THAT WHICH IS ANOTHER'S, 
Yet have not our legiſlature from time to time, 
made acts to.empower the major part of: the in- 
ha bitants in towns and precincts, to give away 
their neighbours eſtates to what miniſters they 

5 . pleaſe 


+ Many pretend that without a tax to ſupport miniſters, 
the public would ſuffer for want of due encouragment of uſe- 
ſal learning. But human learning is ſurely as needful for phy- 

ſtcians and lawyers, as for /þiritual teachers; and dare any 
deny that the affairs of law and phyſick fall more directly 
under the notice of the ſtate than divinity does? why then 
do our legiſlature leave every man, and woman too, at liberty 

to chooſe their own lawyer and phyſician, and not obli 
them either to employ or pay any other, though the majori- 
ty may prefer them? Can any better reaſon be rendered for 
this difference in conduct than this, viz. It has been found 
to be an eaſier matter to imp upon people about their ſouls, 
than about their bodies or their temporal eſtates ! —o 


| pleaſe ! And can we ſubmit to ſuch doctrines 


der to obey and ſupport any man as a miniſter 


niſters, to be a matter that as really concerns the 


made any miſtakes, either about principles or 
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and commandments of men, and not betray true 
liberty of conſcience ! Every perſon is or ought 
to be, benefited. by civil government, and there- 
fore they owe rulers honor and a tribute on that 
account; but the like cannot be truly ſaid of an 

impoſed miniſter ; for as the goſpel miniſtry is. 
an ordinance of God and not of man, ſo the 
obligation that any perſon or people are un- 


of Chriſt, ariſes from the conſideration of his ap- 
pearing to them to reſemble his Maſter in doFrine 
and converſation, and from the benefit which peo- 
ple receive under their miniſtrations. R From 
whence the law. of equity makes the free com- | 
munications of our carnal things to Chriſt's mi- 


x. 
1 — 4 a 2 


exerciſe of a good conſcience toward God, as 
prayer and praiſe do ; for they are both called 
ſacrifices to him in the ſame chapter. Heb. 13. 


Thus we have laid before the public a brief 
view of our ſentiments concerning liberty of 
conſcience, and a little ſketch-of our ſufferings on 
that account. If any can ſhow us that we have 


facts, we would lie open to conviction: But we 
hope none will violate the forecited article of 
faith ſo much, as to require us to yield a Bind 
obedience to them, or to expect that ſpoiling of 
| #68 8 goods 


I eb. 12, 7 17. 1 Phil. 4. 9, 10. NF Cor. 9. 11. 1 


He 
Gal, 6. 6. 1 Tim. 5. 17. 18. 
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A late writer in the Boſton papers, has: taken 
much pains to prove, that ſome other colonies. 
have impoſed upon people in ſuch affairs 
worſe than New-England has; and to prove it 
he informs us, that an act for miniſters mainten- 
ance, was paſſed in New-York near eighty years, 
ago, which ſucceeding rulers have turned to ſup- 
port a denomination that had very few repreſen- 
ta- ives in court when the act was made, while 
the denomination who made it, have been deni- 
ed any benefit from ir. If ſo, how loud is the 
call to every man that is a friend to liberty, and 
who regards the good of poſterity, to riſe and ex- 

ert all his influence, to demoliſh the engine which 
has done ſo much miſchief in all ages! We-are 

far from trying to repreſent. the fathers of Ne- 
England as the worſt of the coloniſts z We be- 
lieve the contrary. But our veneration for their 
memory, is lo far from reconciling us to, that it 
fills us with greater deteſtation of, that myſtery 
of iniquity, which carried them into. luch acts of 
impolition and perſecution as have left a great 
blemiſh upon their character. And ſince theſe 
are tedious things ta dwell upon, we ſhall cloſe 
with this remark. | 
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The Maſſachuſetts miniſters, in their letter to 
governor Jencks and other baptiſts in Provi- 
9 dence, ſaid, We hope and pray that ancient mat- 
ters that had acrimony unhappily in them may 
be buried in oblivion. Now we are told that 
acrimony 4 


it 
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many) PPT FOR quality. in ne . body- 
hereby it 22 cats 1 75 2 N i 
his eating deſirying quality is truly u 

ut how can it he buried before it is dead? The be 
orſt of eriminals are tobe executed before they 
e buried. Therefore let this cruel mam eater be 
airly executed, and we are ready to join heart 
and to bury him, and not to haue a bone of bim 
fc. for contention in all the land. If it be ſo | 
ard to our opponents to hear of theſe matters, 
vhat has it been to thoſe who have felt their 


ile Nating and 1 influence for theſe hund- 
ni- Jed and forty years f 5 And how can any p n 
he ft up his head before God or man, and ſay he 
ad Wopes 1 have theſe things buried, if he at the 


ame time holds faſt, and tries hard ee 
he procuring cauſe of them L,: 


The foregoing appeal, having been examin- 
d and approved by many of his brethren, is 
reſented to the public, by their humble ſer- 


ant, . | 
2 JSAAC-BACKUS. 
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MINCE the above was written, I have receiv- 
) ed dire&-accounts, that at Montague (whoſe 
ale is mentioned p. 32.) they. continue from 

I mwe to time, to make diftreſs upon the princi- 
al members of the baptiſt church there, whom 
he law directs to ben their cefrificates,. ye 
1 t 2 
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they let the reſt of the ſociety alone. Alſo tha 
William White a regular member of the baptiſ 
church in Aſhfield, who lives in Cheſterfield, and 
has had his ſtanding in ſaid church certified ac. 
cording to law; yet had a cow taken from him 
on Auguſt 25, 1773, and ſold the goth, for the 
pedobaptiſt miniſters rate; and that in both of 

_ theſe places, the civil charges of the town, and 
the miniſters ſalary are all blended in one tax 
(contrary as I am informed to the law of our 
province) ſo that our brethren who would readily 
pay their civil tax, yet cannot do it, without pay- 
ing the miniſters alſo. Now the grand pretence 
that is made for the uſe of the ſecular arm to 
ſupport miniſters is, that thereby equality is eſ. 
tabliſhed among the people ; but what religion, 
_ or equity can there be in the above 
EB RET. TH: 
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CHE END. 


Page g. line 12. read man. P. 12. I. 28. r. him. P. 
14. I. 30. r. Julian. 1. 32. r. decided. P. 15. 1. 17.7. 
force. P. 17. I. 9. r. this. P. 21. I. 19. dele and. P. 
26. I. 1. dele the. I. 14. r. it is. P. 31. I. 19. r. to. P. 
42. 1. 19. r. are. P. 44. 1. 28. the word lately ſhould be 


after and. P. 48. I. 14. r. of. I. 20. dele of. P. 50. 5 
I, 5. r. you to us. Les 
candor. N 


miſtakes are left to the reader's Py 
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00Ks Publiſhed by .I/aac Backus, Paſtor of 
a Church in Middleborough. 


DISCOURSE. on an 1 call to 
preach the goſpel. 


X A diſcourſe from Gal. 4. 31. A is 
the added to the ſecond edition, an anſwer to Mr. 
ol Trotbingbam on baptiſm. | 


Ind 
tax 3. A Sermon on ſpiritual ignorance. 

. | 
in 4. A Letter to Mr. Lord. 

ay. 


ce 5. A Sermon on the duty of family prayer. 


el. 6. A amn intitled, True faith will pro- 
n, duce good works. h 


7. An examination of Mr. Fi 1655 nine ſer- 
mons. 


8. Goſpel comforts under "RE tidings. | 
9. A plea for liber ty of conſcience. 
10. A vindication of ſovereign grace. 


11. A letter concerning religious taxes. 


=: A reply to Mr. Holly on baptiſm. 
13. An Ordination Sermon. 
14. A reply to Mr. * 


The moſt of theſe may be had fn at- Mr. 
Phillip Freeman's in Union-Screet, Boſton, and 
a few fetts of the whole bound i in two volumes, 
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